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A history of ancient Egypt

Marc Van de Mieroop, A history of an-
cient Egypt, (Second edition). Blackwell 
history of the ancient world. Hoboken: 
Wiley-Blackwell, 2021. Pp. 416. ISBN 
9781119620877. £37.95.

Historians and archaeologists of 
Ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean 
studies, when writing  an overview of the 
scholarship and debates within the study 
of their field(s), whether that is a general 
introduction or a textbook for a specific 
course, often include Ancient Egypt.1 
Marc Van de Mieroop, one of the most 
prominent ancient Near Eastern historians, 
in his History of the Ancient Near East ca. 
3000–323 BCE (3nd ed. Oxford: Blackwell 
2016 ) excludes Egypt explaining that the 
diversity of cultures and histories in the 
extensive territorial scope of Egypt and 
the Near East together is too vast an area 
to be described in a single book.2 His 

1 See, for example, Knapp, Arthur 
Bernard. 1988. The History and Culture 
of Ancient Western Asia and Egypt. Chi-
cago, Ill.: Dorsey Press; Stiebing, Wil-
liam. 2018. Ancient Near Eastern History 
and Culture. New York & London: Rout-
ledge; Kuhrt, Amelie. 1997. The Ancient 
Near East: c. 3000–330 BC, New York & 
London: Routledge; Stefanović, Danijela. 
2020. The Ancient Near East, Belgrade: 
Evoluta (in Serbian) and most recent Rad-
ner, Karen, Nadine Moeller, and Daniel 
T. Potts, eds. 2020. The Oxford History of 
the Ancient Near East: Volume I: from the 
Beginnings to Old Kingdom Egypt and the 
Dynasty of Akkad, New York & Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.

2 Van de Mieroop, Marc. 2015. A 
History of the Ancient Near East ca. 
3000–323 BCE (Third edition), Hoboken: 
Wiley-Blackwell.

overview of the history of Ancient Egypt 
therefore appeared in a separate volume, 
the second edition of which is presently 
under review. This book aims to provide 
‘anyone with an interest in ancient Egypt 
with a basic survey that pays attention to all 
periods of its 3000‐year‐long history and 
covers the main events, whether used as an 
undergraduate textbook, or an introductory 
book for the wider audience’ (p. xxix).

The structure of the book follows the 
traditional periodization of the political 
history of ancient Egypt; consequently, 
the political history dominates. The author 
specifies that, with a limitation to the book 
size, his work does not argue but asserts 
following the topics and interpretations 
of data that he ‘found most convincing 
or appealing and in the Guide to Further 
Reading gave preference to works that 
were the most useful in guiding my 
decisions’ (p. xxx).

The volume starts with Introductory 
Concerns, overview of the geography, 
chronology, sources, and prehistory of 
ancient Egypt. The main part of the book 
is organized (at least, that is the reviewer’s 
impression) into two main sections: 
first focusing on the history before the 
middle of the II millennium BC (chapters 
2–6), and those presenting the historical 
overview after c. 1500 BC (chapters 
7–13) ending with the late IV century AD.

Chapter 2, The Formation of the 
Egyptian State (ca. 3400–2686), presents 
the late Naqada period until the end of the 
Second Dynasty, stressing the importance 
of the foundation of many political, social, 
religious and ideological features of early 
Egypt.

Chapter 3, The Great Pyramid Build-
ers (ca. 2686–2345), outlines the main 
historical features and explores social, 
economic, and institutional structures dur-
ing the Old Kingdom.

Chapter 4, The End of the Old Kingdom 
and the First Intermediate Period (ca. 
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2345–2055), highlights the political 
fragmentation of the country, and points 
out the new approaches in historiography 
and archaeology of Egypt toward the 
revaluation of available sources for the 
given period.

The first half of the II millennium BC 
is dealt with in chapters 5–6: The Middle 
Kingdom (ca. 2055–1650) and The Second 
Intermediate Period and the Hyksos 
(ca. 1700–1550). The section outlines 
a period of transformation in Egyptian 
history starting with the unification of the 
country under Mentuhotep II, the marking 
of the beginning of the Middle Kingdom, 
followed by royal military exploits of the 
Twelfth Dynasty that brought Egypt’s 
annexation of Nubia (an expression which 
is, in the reviewer’s opinion, far more 
suitable for determining Egyptian policy 
toward Nubia, than colonisation, the term 
which is nowadays more or less generally 
accepted in Egyptology), a period of 
decline during the Thirteenth Dynasty, 
and the rise of new hybrid political powers 
(‘domination of Hyksos’).

With chapter 7, The Birth of Empire: 
The Early 18th Dynasty (ca. 1550–1390), 
a reader, especially if familiar with the 
history of ancient Egypt and the history 
of the Ancient Near East, becomes aware 
that Van De Mieroop’s book is far more 
than another general overview. Although 
the historians and archaeologists of the 
Ancient Near East touch upon history and 
archaeology of ancient Egypt, especially 
when dealing with political processes and 
societal features from the mid of the II 
millennium BC on, and which by all means 
need to be so, Egyptology, with very few 
exceptions, still tends to be isolated in her 
own Nile valley world. As far as the Near 
Eastern historian cannot understand the 
nature of Egyptian presence in the Levant 
during the Ramesside era without knowing 
all domestic (political and economic) 
and international processes leading to it, 

even more an historian of Ancient Egypt 
cannot understand, for example, the 
reasons for the collapse of the Ramesside 
imperial system, without being aware of 
all processes and single events leading to 
it in its Near Eastern background. Perhaps 
to an even greater extent, the same applies 
to the history of the 1st millennium BC.

While outlining the reestablishment 
of the newly unified Egypt, and its 
extensive international policy, from 
Ahmose’s expulsion of the Hyksos to 
the Thutmosids’ extensive campaigns 
in Nubia, Syria, and Palestine, Van De 
Mieroop stresses the process behind these 
individual events in order ‘to understand 
both Egypt’s international affairs and its 
domestic issues’ (p. 148). The emergence 
of the New Kingdom in Egypt coincided 
with the rise of an entirely new world 
system, with large territorial states, such 
as Kassites, Babylonia, Assyria, Mitanni, 
and the Hittite state. Only western 
Syria and Palestine remained politically 
fragmented, and as such, an area over 
which powerful neighbouring powers 
fought, including Egypt. Egypt was an 
important link within the Club of the Great 
Powers, ‘whose members exchanged 
diplomatic messages, gifts, and brides. 
They engaged in wars but also concluded 
peace treaties and alliances. Egypt was a 
very active participant in the system, but 
not the dominant one – no single state was 
– and unlike in its earlier international 
affairs, it could not dictate the rules of 
engagement’ (p. 148).

Chapter 8, The Amarna Revolution and 
the Late 18th Dynasty (ca. 1390–1295), 
summarises the political situation in 
Egypt and abroad, starting with the reign 
of Amenhotep III and then focuses on 
Akhenaton’s religious reforms. Although 
often marked as one of the ages of Egyptian 
international supremacy, Van De Mieroop 
rightly states that in a given period Egypt’s 
world domination was a fiction and that 
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‘Amenhotep III and his successors had 
to engage with countries in the eastern 
Mediterranean as equals’ (p. 177).

The history of the late New Kingdom, 
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Dynasties, 
was outlined in chapters 9–10: The 
Ramesside Empire (ca. 1295–1213) and 
The End of Empire (ca. 1213–1070). 
Again, through the lens of Egyptian 
history, Van De Mieroop outlines 
important process markers of the global 
history of the Ancient Near East: seeing 
the battle of Qadesh as an indication of 
a changing eastern Mediterranean world, 
and ‘a sign of a breakdown in the expected 
diplomatic and military behaviour of the 
time’ (p. 204). Egypt witnessed the end 
of the international system with severe 
consequences, both internationally 
(shortage of resources and goods from 
abroad, the collapse of diplomatic 
network) and internally (political and 
financial instability).

Chapter 11, The Third Intermediate 
Period (ca. 1069–715) describes Egypt’s 
decline between the Twenty-first and 
Twenty-fifth Dynasties and the major 
changes that Libyan and Nubian rules and 
elites brought to the country.

In chapter 12, Egypt in the Age of the 
Empires (ca. 715–332), Van De Mieroop 
sets his focus on a segment of Egyptian 
history when the country, with several 
exceptions (such as the Saite period), for 
a large part was incorporated into foreign 
empires. Another important feature of the 
given period, meticulously underlined by 
the author, is that international policy ‘was 
beyond Egyptian control; when they tried to 
influence the situation, they failed’ (p. 275).

The final chapter 13, Greek and 
Roman Egypt (ca. 332 B.C.–A.D. 395), 
continues the focus on foreign empires 
(Ptolemaic and Roman) reaching its 
end with the process of Christianisation 
and final declining of ancient Egyptian 
culture. However, as the author rightly 

stresses in the Epilogue, cultures never 
fully vanished and signs of ancient Egypt 
will never disappear (p. 328).

The book ends with an excellent 
Guide for Further Reading, Glossary 
(of terms used in the book), a King 
list, Bibliography and general Index. 
Numerous drawings and photographs 
enrich each of the chapters, as well as 
boxes containing Sources in Translation 
(as 5.1 The Execration Texts, pp. 107–
108), Special topics (as 2.2 Languages 
and scripts of Ancient Egypt, p. 44–45), 
and Key Debates (as 9.1 Markets in 
ancient Egypt, p. 227) which are scattered 
through the whole book.

One small point: on page 288 the 
caption of the figure 12.4 indicates the 
famous relief fragment from the Brooklyn 
Museum (‘Woman with a Baby Stacking 
Fruit’; Charles Edwin Wilbour Fund, 
48.74). Strangely enough, instead of the 
Egyptian artefact, there is the portrait 
of Mary Cabot Wheelwright, by Frank 
Duveneck (Brooklyn Museum, Dick S. 
Ramsay Fund, 40.87).

Marc Van De Mieroop has produced 
a deep and meaningful study which 
is certainly far from being just an 
introduction or textbook. Van De Mieroop 
presents the history of Ancient Egypt in 
a clear and stylishly crafted manner that 
places him within the international context 
of the Ancient Near East. The book is 
written lucidly to make it suitable both 
for students and for expert readers. The 
History of Ancient Egypt is an excellent 
work written by a leading authority in 
Near Eastern studies and is certainly 
welcomed among Egyptologists.

Danijela Stefanović
Univerzitet u Beogradu, 

Filozofski fakultet
dstefano@f.bg.ac.rs



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 72
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 72
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 150
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


